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Detailed Action 

1. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Foote (7,260,258). 



With respect to claim 1 , Foote teaches an image data creating method 
(described at figures 5 and 6) for creating image data representing a single complete 
image (figure 2) by combining a plurality of image data groups ( source region A, source 
region B of figure 1), each representing a portion of the image with a common region 
being shared with each other (see region 333sr), wherein said image data representing 
said completed image (figure 2) are created by adopting either of a plurality of image 
data belonging to said respective image data groups ( source region A of source image 
A, source region b of source image B) and representing the same position in said 
common region 333sr of said complete image 333 as the image data representing each 
of the positions in said common region. 
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With respect to claim 3, Foote teaches an image data creating apparatus (see 
figure 9) for creating image data representing a single complete image by combining a 
plurality of image data groups ) for creating image data representing a single complete 
image (figure 2) by combining a plurality of image data groups ( source region A, source 
region B of figure 1), each representing a portion of the image with a common region 
being shared with each other (see region 333sr), wherein said image data representing 
said completed image (figure 2) are created by adopting either of a plurality of image 
data belonging to said respective image data groups ( source region A of source image 
A, source region b of source image B) and representing the same position in said 
common region 333sr of said complete image 333 as the image data representing each 
of the positions in said common region. 

With respect to claim 5, Foote teaches an image data creating method (see 
figures 5 and 6 for creating image data representing image information carried by an 
image carrier (cameras (1-n) by detecting the light emitted from said image carrier with 
a linear detecting means formed of a plurality of sensors (inherent sensors in each 
camera) disposed in the main scanning direction such that the light receiving sections 
disposed on the end portion of each of said plurality of sensors detect the light emitted 
from the same position of the image carrier in duplicate (cameras take overlapping 
images - hence images are duplicated in sensing, see also col. 7, lines 17-40). Foote 
teaches wherein said image representing said complete image information are created 
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by adopting the image data obtained by either of the light receiving sections of said 
plurality of sensors that have detected the light emitted from the same position in 
duplicate as the image data representing the position in the light therefrom has been 
detected, see col. 7, lines 17-40 with teaches multiple cameras which inherently has 
sensors for detecting light of the same image in duplication in that the images are 
overlapped with respect to one another. 
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2. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Foote in 

view of Masatake (JP2002057860). 

Foote teaches an image data creating apparatus (see figure 9) comprising: an 
image data creating means (processor 400, shown by figure 9) for creating image data 
representing image information carried by said image carrier based on the image data 
obtained by said linear detecting means and wherein the image data creating means 
comprises an image data selection means (processor 402) for selecting the image data 
obtained by either of the light receiving sections of t he plural sensors (cameras 1-n) 
that have detected the light emitted from the same position in duplicate as the image 
data representing the position the light therefrom has been detected in duplicate 
(overlapping cameras, and the image data r=representing said complete image 
information, see fig 2., which are created by adopting the image data selected by said 
image data selecting means as the image data representing the position the light 
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therefrom has been detected by said light receiving sections of said plurality of sensors, 
in duplicate. 

What is not provided by Foote is the linear detector and the means for scanning 
in the sub-scan direction. 

Foote teaches that cameras 1-n are linearly arrayed but there is no discussion of 
the sub-scanning direction. 

Masatake teaches CCDs 1 and 2 that are overtappying and supported by a 
carriage means 1 so that the carriage and sensors move in the subscan direction, as 
shown by figures lb and 1c. 

Since the use of linear arrays moving in the subscanning direction are well 
known, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to replace cameras 
1-n with the overlapping CCD structure of Masatake to provide linear arrays to move in 
the subscanning direction for forming a plurality of images. 
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3. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7463. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles, can be reached on 571-272-7402 The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



